
Checklist for Updating Your Will and Estate Plan 

 

 

At a minimum, your estate plan should include a Will, a Power-of-Attorney and an Advance Directive. 

The older these documents are when they need to be used, the greater the risk of a successful challenge 

to them, when you will not be able to defend your decisions. 

 

 

Creating your estate plan is important, but after creating one, it is also essential that you review it 

periodically to maintain it. 

Ideally, you should review your estate plan at least every two years and refresh it at least every 5 years 

so that you can ensure that it will perform the way that you want. 

 

 

If you answer yes to any of these questions, they you might need to update your estate plan. 

o Have any of your agents changed address? 

o Do you have changes in specific bequests? 

o Do you have a substantial change in asset-valuation? 

o Do you require a change in special provisions for children? 

o Are there any newly born or adopted children? 

o Are there any disabled or special-needs children? 

o Has there been a change in the status of any marriages in the family? 

o Has there been a forgiveness or cancellation of loans to children? 

o Has there been a change in any gifts you would like to give to minors or charities? 

o Has there been a change in your business interests? 

o Has there been a change in your guardian, personal representatives or trustees? 

 

 

 

By keeping your documents updated regularly you can always keep your plan fully compliant with 

applicable laws and procedures. 

 


